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Kristina Stykos won Best Album of 
2005 for her "In the Earth's Fading 
Light."
Photo: Submitted photo
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 Instrumental album: Gordon Stone 
Band, "Rhymes With Orange"

Vocal performance: Patti Casey
Singer-songwriter album: Susannah 

Clifford Blachly, "Middle of the 
Night."

Record producer: Colin McCaffrey
Best Album: Kristina Stykos, "In 

the Earth's Fading Light"
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Times Argus picks Vermont's best music for 2005

December 30, 2005 

By Art Edelstein Arts Correspondent

Vermonters do not have to look far for great recorded 
music. The Green Mountains sometimes seem awash 
in an abundance of superb talent and professional 
recording studios where skilled producers craft albums 
as good as any you'd find coming from L.A., New York 
or Nashville.

Since coming aboard at The Times Argus as music 
reviewer for non-classical and non-jazz music last June 
I've had the opportunity to listen to a number of 
excellent Vermont-made CDs. (Since I haven't 
reviewed every Vermont CD released this year some 
will be missing from our "Best of" listing.) So, as 2005 
comes to an end, I've chosen to award the best of the 
best in this column. Here are the categories: Best 
Vermont Instrumental Album of 2005, Best Vermont 
Vocal Performance of 2005, Best Singer/Songwriter 
Album of 2005, Best Vermont Record Producer of 
2005, Best Vermont Song of 2005. Best Vermont 
Album of 2005.

Perhaps we can start a tradition and call these the 
TAMMIES (Times Argus Grammies). Best Vermont 
Instrumental Album of 2005 goes to Gordon Stone 
Band for "Rhymes with Orange." Banjo and pedal steel 
stalwart Gordon Stone has been a fixture in this state 
for nearly 30 years and his most recent album is a 
collection of neo-bluegrass and self-penned country 
music with outstanding instrumental performances.

Stone and his partners, electric bass-guitarist Aram 
Bedrossian and fiddler Mike Barnett, really churn up this CD with interesting takes on 
standards and new material. This is truly an ensemble effort that works even though there is 
no six-string guitarist holding down the rhythm seat.

Bedrossian and Barnett are both monster players who take lead parts as well keeping the 
rhythm. They perfectly complement Stone's intricate banjo and lyric pedal steel guitar parts. 
Stone and his cohorts are Vermont's answer to Bela Fleck and the Flecktones. Watch out 
Bela!

Best Vermont Vocal Performance of 2005 is a tough category to judge because our state has 
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so many fine singers. But in this case the award goes to Patti Casey. Her vocals with the 
Bluegrass Gospel Project, and on the collaboration "Stone Boat" with Paul Webb, and her 
own CD "Edge of Grace," as well as her many contributions as a back-up singer on other 
albums show the depth of her work in a variety of vocal styles. Casey is in many ways the 
voice of Vermont contemporary music. Because of her wide vocal palette and vocal 
contributions to so many CD projects this year Patti wins this award.When I asked in a recent 
column for reader suggestions for this years' Best Singer-Songwriter Album of 2005, one 
name stood out in reader comments. Susannah Clifford Blachly has certainly captured the ear 
of Vermonters on her second album "Middle of the Night."

Blachly writes consistently good songs with interesting lyrics and hummable melodies. Her 
style of writing is diverse with songs ranging from Nashville to Bill Monroe bluegrass, with a 
touch of blues, Cajun, and straight-out folk. She does this all with a pleasing singing voice 
and superb back up instrumentation. Blachly is a songwriter to watch, she could be on a fast 
track to national attention.

Best Vermont Record Producer of 2005 is a reward to the people behind the scenes who help 
mold the material performers want to record. They are also the people who gather back-up 
musicians and in many cases they are the primary backing musician. One name stands out 
among several who have produced great albums this year.

Colin McCaffrey of East Montpelier has had his imprint on a number of Vermont-made 
albums in 2005. He's produced Blachly and Casey's albums, and seems to be a performer on 
many other recordings including Casey and Webb's "Stone Boat."

McCaffrey's work is never bloated or over the top. He is as tasteful a producer as he is a 
backing musician. His touch has helped singer-songwriters realize the music in their head. 
For this reason he wins this award.

Best Vermont Song of 2005 is a tough one. Wow, what great songs were recorded this year. 
I've listened to perhaps 100 new songs and many of them could win this category. So I'll put 
myself on a limb here and not choose one but several. I really like "I Will Not Shy Away 
from the Sorrow," from "Grey Dawn Breaking" by Will Danforth. Here's a song rooted in 
Eastern philosophy that is both tuneful and thoughtful. It's a pop-mantra we might all 
meditate on.

I also like "Praying for Rain" by Lafe Dutton on "Am I Gone." Lafe has captured the essence 
of an American folk classic in the lyric and melody to this song.

There is also "Colored Balloons" from Blachly's "Middle of the Night" CD. This song is a 
simple request for peace and caring in a chaotic world. It's not Blachly's most toe-tapping 
number, but she has captured the essence of sadness in a world where terrorists kill children.

Finally, I enjoyed "Song to My Children" by Kristina Stykos on her "In the Earth's Fading 
Light" CD. Here's a mother's song, a good look at parenting, and a hopeful message to send 
one's child off into adulthood with.

With so many great albums produced this year it was really difficult to find the Best Vermont 
Album of 2005. However, after listening to them all over the past week, one album continues 
to rise to the top. The award goes to "In the Earth's Fading Light," by Kristina Stykos.

Stykos deserves this kudu for several reasons. First, she is a fine singer as well as an 
interesting guitarist and solid keyboard player. I was consistently drawn to the emotional 
quality of her voice. It's not the prettiest voice you'll hear. There's a lot of grit and smoke 
there, but it's also a voice with a lot of honesty and life's lessons learned. Stykos is also a 
great guitarist who has crafted guitar parts that are far more interesting than simple 
instrumental fillers behind vocals.

Then there are the songs themselves. Stykos has written songs of love, hurt, pain, history, 
family, and motherhood along with several guitar-based instrumentals. These are mostly sad 
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songs, there's a lot of melancholy in Stykos' vision, but they are songs so intense that as you 
listen to them you can actually forget to breathe.

What finally makes "In the Earth's Fading Light" such an award winning CD is the fact that 
Stykos created it without another person in the producer's seat. Her conceptualization for her 
music was so right on she didn't need another's ear to tell her what to do. She recorded the 
many parts at home on studio equipment inviting friends, including banjo wiz Bela Fleck and 
others, to lend their talents, which enhanced the material. Stykos' vision of her music is 
totally accurate and I cannot imagine hearing it in any other way.
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